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E 3;The World of Foreign Books

Books in Germany

A Survey by LUDWIG LEWISOHN,

“h r ITH the mark at half a cent,
the future dark enough, the
Tultivated middle classes

impoverished more and more, the

Germans are finding their old ref-

uge—a refuge they have always cul-

tivated in periods of national defeat
and political impotence-—the life of

ihe mind. Paper is exceedingly hard |

to get and excessively dear. A dis-
tinguished eritic writes me that he
gannot send me copies of his books.
They ard out of print. The use of
paper can be risked only for books
sure to sell 20,000 copies. Suppose
our publishers were similarly lim-
ited. It is easy to imagzine what, by
and large, our new reading matter
would be like!

Wha! ars ihe Germans using their
paper for? Onc Berlin publisher an-
nounces i new edition in six volumes
of the complete works of Poe. Not
only a new edition but a new trans-
lation. There iz an older one, But
tiwe art of translation has progressed.
Hence this venture. Another pub-
lisher announces a magnificent new
edition in two large volumes of the
collected writings of Walt Whitman.
“In these books,” the translator de-
¢lares, “the pnascent German democ-
racy can find a source of cosmic and
political inspiration.” The set sells
@t 170 marks. The publisher—it is
Fischer of Berlin, and o0 his figures
may be trusted—quietly declares that
four editions were sold before publi-
ention. It is the same with new edi-
tions of Stendhal, Strindberg, Dos-
goevski, Tolstoi, Dante.

Dehmel and Mann,

Two native German books stand
®ut at this moment. Neither Is a
povel. Both will have the widest
t:‘:::lutiun_ For one is the legacy,

other the latest work, of a great
man. These books are “The Letters

éf Rirhard Dehmel” and “Speech and |

Answer,” by Thomas Mann. It it
bad not been for the war, which nat-
wrally interrupted the spread of their
ln:‘:r.mi--::;d reputation, American
Jovers of poetry would be better ac-
guainted with Dehmel than they are
with Verhaeren or Paul Fort; they
wonld be, as they soon will be, read-
Ing Mann's “Buddenbrooks™ and his
shorter =tories as they are reading
Jbanez and Hamsun.

¢ Dehimel's letters are a document
and a book of the first order. They
present the
tense,
and of a thinker who was unafraid.
They brimeful of human charm
Bs well as a confession of extraordi-
nary frankness and import on all the
major phenomena of modern life.
Thomns Mann has temporarily aban-
doned liction for the sake of helping
and counseling the nation in its years
of hardship. He is a stylist of the
mank of Conrad, PBut his style is
elearer, simpier and more resonant.
X is as cryslalline as his mind. Al-
ays a sound liberal,
speaking to his native democracy in
words that every other democracy of
the world may well heed. The first

ure

rate men transcend nationality. And |

Thomas Mann is an artist and a per-
Sonality of the first order.

Philosophy and Sex.

We have heard faintly of Eduard
yon Keyseriing and his “Traveling
Diary of a Philosopher,” a fascinat-
ing book of observation, confession,
social philesophy and metaphysics
that took the public by storm. Key-

serling is of the opinion that hard, |
consecrated thinking |

tle.\l‘. honest,
¢an save the world and the soul
Henfe he has established a “free
school for philosophy.” There are no
entrance requirements to this school

-
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| of thought, which is also a school of
| spiritual clarification. Workingmen
| attend it as well as professors from
Ethe universities. The school has is-
| sued, under the editorship of its
lrmm&er. it= first collection of writ-
ings, “The Path of Perfection.” And
! this volume is being widely read side
| by side with Frau Marie Encken-
| dorfl’s “Realjty and Legality in the
| Life of Sex" and new editions of
| Hans Bluher's famous “The Funec-
| tion of the Erotic in Human Soclety.”
I place these extraordinarily differ-
ent books side by side in order to
point out what T hope and believe
will be In the future the plane on
which the German and the American
minds must meet-——the plane of vital.
practical philosophy which seeks to
face the truth in order to build a
better world.

Drama and Verse.

When it comes to imaginative Ht-
erature there is no doubt that the
drama and lyrical poetry lead fiction
in Germany to-day. There is, for in-
stance, Franz Werfel. He is a little
over 30 and already one of the chief
lyrical and philosophical poets in
Euiope, His verse Is as realistic as
Masefield's and as soaring as Francis
Thompson's, with all the ideas of the
future throbbing in it Recently
Werfel has turned to the drama—to
a new kind of poetical and even lyri-
cal drama which can actually be
played and is played in the theater.
His “Mirror Man" and “The Song of
Pan" are imaginative without being
remote and poetical, without ceasing
to be intensely realistic. How is that
union possible? students of English
poetry will ask. The answer is: By
virtue of the tradition established by
“Faust.” Behind the latest radical
in German literature stands the
shadow of Goethe, the cosmic radical
whose example we may all, if we
work and think hard enough, reach
by and by.

Expressionism in the Brama.

I haven't spoken of expressionism
tin the drama. Lvery one has been
| doing that of late. And you can
read about it In an admirable Amer-
fcan book by Kenneth Macgowan.
| But the latest man, the man of the
moment, in the expressionistic druma
i= Ernst Toller. whose “Crowd"—
“Masse Mensch™—is now being
ipla}‘rd in Berlin. Here the grimy
modern worker finds a new, strange
expression which Is, again, intensely
realistic as well as intensely poetical.
| Thare are choruses which remind
you of the tragedy of the Greeks
and an exactness of piychology that
reminds you of the plays of Gals-
| worthy or the novels of Drelser.
Here is, {f anywhere in the world to-
'day, a new art form. That is the
Ir'.lrv!;l of all things. It cannot, per-
| haps, be Lransferred to the American
| stage to-day. We should create and
| evolve our own. But this new form
will not be without its fructifying in-
fluence on us.

Fiction,

In fiction the very latest man is
undoubtedly Josef Ponten. His work
has been appearing in the “Neue
Rundschau,” still the best literary
periodical in Germany, as well as in
| ook form. Ponten, like the older
masters of German fiction, cultivates
the “novelle,” the story of from 5,000
to 20,000 words, the form famillarized
to us by Heonry James, He writes of
| simple souls. His style is easy and
| transparent, and there Is little direct
| analysis of any sort. Yet his merit
lies in the profoundness of the man-
ner in which he exhausts his sub-
jects, His saturation with them is
complete, and from his qulet narra-
tives arise visions of man and of the
world that tug at the nerves of the
reader and open the doors of the
| heart.

Books of the Wok

ASSETS OF THE IDEAL CITY—By
Charles M. Fassett. A description
of the important Institutions, activ-

; Ities and undertakings which per-

taln to modern life In citiea
| Thomas Y. Crowell Company.
Miscellaneous.
AN EVERYDAY CAKE BOOK—By

Mrx . Paul in sssociation with Mra.
Lloyd George and others. A cake
recipe for every day of the year.
Moffat, Yard & Co.

REAI. ESTATE RBUSINESS AS A
| PROFESSION—By John B. Spilker
{  and Paul Gregory Cloud. Intended
| as a gulde for the real estale bro-
| ker, the student who desires (o enter
| the business as a profession and the
| public at large. Cincinnati;: Slew-

art Kidd Company.

All the rest of your life you will be glad you clipped the
coupon below. This is not merely an advertisement of a great
book. It is an advertisement about clearer thinking, and
larger success; it is an offer of one of the most priceless ass2ts a
business man can have—an accurate understanding of what
is going to happen based on a knowledge of what has happened
and the reason why it happened. Send no money: do not
decide now. The coupon invites you to make the decision after
you have examined the Outline, in your own home.

Clip the ecoupon and mail.
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Wells’ Outline

said the President

“What You Need Is a Training
in Thinking Things Through’’

The President of a successful corporation was talk-
ing to a younger executive in whom he was much in-
terested.

“What sort of reading are you doing?”’ he demanded
suddenly.

The young man looked astonished; it had never
occurred to him that the boss would care what he was
reading.

“I have a special reason for asking that,” the older
man went on. “What you need more than anything

else is background. You are quick and able but yom
lack the information out of which intelligent decisions
are built.

“My advice to yvou is*Read Wells' OQutline of
History." It will do more for you than reading a hun-
dred unrelated books. It will show you causes and
results as no other boaok can; what you need is a train-
ing in that sort of thinking—taking a problem and
thinking it clear through.”

In a thousand offices men of experience have held
similar conversations with their vounger associates.
Not in our life time has there been a book which has
s0 appealed to men of solid judgment as

- H. G. WELLS’
OUTLINE OF HISTORY

Now offered you in De Luxe Binding at half the price of the original cloth set.

A history that goes back 100,000,000
vears—that traces man's rude begin-
nings 500,000 years ago—that follows
him down through the prehistoric ages
to the Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar,
the Athens of Pericles, the Egypt of
Cleopatra, the Asia of Genghis Khan,
the France of Napoleon, the England
of Gladstone, the America of to-day,
through the Great War and on into the
future United States of the World—
that gives ALL history as one story—
that is Wells’.

“The man who finishes this volume
will be an educated man, however
much, however little he knew when he
started.”—Bennett in the Baltimore
Evening Sun.

There you have it in a sentence—the
reason why 250,000 men and women
have paid $10.50 for Wells’ Outline and
felt they were getting it cheap.
The Outline is more than a history—it
is an education—the orderly knowl-
edge of human progress which men go
to college four years to get—and often
come away without.

Simply to further education

Wells has slashed his royalties
85%, and entered into a con-
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@irvioePiats \ unabridged single vol-

ume edition of the
Outline canbe offered
to Americans—to
you—in a |}

Luxe Binding
at half the
price of the

ori
oth

You many send me
on approval, charges
pald by you, H. G.
Wells* “Outilne of His-
tory,” the latest, reviaed,
unabridged editlon in the
Band-wrought De
Binding.

1 will either aend you 50c. in 5
dayw, and thersafter §I a month
for six months in full payment for
the History: or, if for any reason I
am not entirely satisflied, 1 will re-
turn it at the end of & week, charges
collect, and cancel this order.

Luxe

NOMIE. oo sossonsnsusnsssomsaspnesinssasases

AGdIeRS. ... cosssssisansnncstncisnatsssnssrnns

Oceupatlon.....cone-0 frsssssssssnnsnnsaneisne e
For full cash with order, send only §5.23,

bound set.

Think of it—the original plates and
illustrations, but corrected and revised
by Wells himself, and printed in one
handy, thin paper volume instead of
two. Nothing omitted; nothing con-
densed. Better thanthe original because
it has been revised by Wells himself.

A De Luxe Edition at Half Price

For months we have been experi-
menting, trying to find the most beauti-
ful, most durable binding for this
famous History.

And at last we have got it.

So beautiful that you will think it
the work of a master craftsman, so
durable that it will last forever, you
can yet get it for half the price of the
original cloth-bound set!

There Is Just One Condition

Only one condition we make—that
you send in your reservation at once.

The presses are running now; when
they stop, the De Luxe Edition will be
finished. There will never be another at
this price.

As the New
“The Outline is
lishers’ superlatives.” Without su-
perlatives, therefore, let us say very
earnestly, if you want the rlunity

Republic truly says:
too big even for pub- .

of examining Wells’ Outline in the new .

De Luxe Binding in your own home for
a week—FREE—do not lay this page
down until you have made your res-
ervation by clipping the coupon. There
will be but one edition. You can get
it nowhere else. Shall we reserve a
copy for you?




